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 Pampblet lately publifted, en- 


tit ed, IxsT RUCO ots to 


met with a gen val appr ; 

| Pamphler was urote in : 
1 Woolſton, ſo far at relate to his being 
ene h) the Cuil Power; ) Aud i,. 


Woolſton ſoon after publiſhing & Cs. E 
| of his Diſcourſes on the Miracles of Our 
Saviour, againſt the Biſhops « a 


TW FRAREFACHE. 


and St. David's, and his other Adverlaries , 
I concluded it would not be unacceptable to 
the publick to join both Pamphlets together, 
in order to make a compleat Defence of 
Mr. Wooliton's Diſcourſes, The Reader 
is deſired to take notice, that in this Book the 
Biſhop of St. David's Arguments are con- 
futed, and Mr. Woolſton's Defence clear- 
ed of the Ribaldry and ſcandalous Fx- 


preſſions. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


1 Biſhop of St. Davids. 


7] o the CaRIsTIAN READER, 


N Excellent Prelate having pub- 
45 liſh'd a Defence of Chriſtia- 
17 — 5 nity, begun and carried on with 
Na profeſſed Defence of Per ſecu- 
ion; I could not but beſtow 
ſome Attention on his moſt incomparable De- 
dication, as it is inſcrib'd to fo great a Name 
as the QUEEN ; and not merely to her Maje- 
ſty, but to the Regal Power itſelf, which ſhe 
then exercis'd during the Abſence of che 
King. 
= T he Stile of this Perfortitatce was labour' d 
f 5 and ſtiff, but I wave the Pedantry of Criti- 
53 0 ciſm, and ſhall conſider his Arguments alone. 
4 | Thele, were ſo forc'd and unnatural, that I 
© ſoon was in Pain for his Lordſhip's Reputation, 
Mor whom I have ſo tender a Regard : I was 
. heartily willing to fer him right, which Thave 
Fe Fa accordingly done by the Turn I have given his 
"Y Dedication, - whereby his Lordſhip not only 
_ ſpeaks Senſe, but does alſo follow Nature. 
1 Io place chis Affair in a proper Light, I have 
preſum'd to draw a Counter Dedication, which 
* likewiſe addreſs'd to her moſt Excellent 


4 h the QUEEN; and being fond of 
bf bY 8 A 2 his 


('S-79 8 
his Lordſhip's Language, have exactly adher'd 
to it, asnear as T could; whilſt by changing the 
Terms I have aſſerted a very contrary Side of 
the Queſtion: And thus another Miracle is 

wirought, which may want his Lordſhip's Ex- 

\ planation ; for lo! the Biſbop himſelf now 
militates in Defence of Religious Liberty. 

I heartily with his Lordſhip would be fo 

good a Friend to his own Intereſt, as ro make 

| an honourable Option, and change his Dedi- | 

cation in the next Edition of his Book: Iam _ 

ſure that this which I have drawn for his Uſfe, 

is beſt adapted to his Deſign, if he means to 

advance the Glory of the Chriſtian Name, or 

the Credit of the Epiſcopal Office. 15. 

I would not offer this worthy Prelate my. | - 
humble Advice without my ableſt Reaſons, | 
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and therefore 1 ſhall lay before his Lordſhip | 
my Thoughts on this Matter, that he may 
| know why J am of Opinion, that his late De- | 15 
dication to her Majeſty is neither an Honour 
to the Church, nor an Advantage to his Lord 
ſhip. | 1 
He calls aloud upon the Royal Authority to 
draw the Sword of Vengeance, when hñͥe 
ought to remember, that Prayers and Tears are 
the only Weapons of the Church, nor ſhould 
his Lordſhip uſe any other againſt Woolffon. 
He would have that Religion to be main- _ 
tain'd by Fire and Sword, which his Great | 
Maſter meant to eſtabliſh in Meekneſs and 
5 : Truth, 
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22 
Truth, nor intended it ſhould any ways prevail, 
other than by the Mercies of its Diſpenſation. 
He comes to the Qu EE N in purpled 3 
and tells her Majeſty he is a Biſbop, that the E- 
piſcopal Authority may outweigh the Al- 


mighty's Ordinance, for he implores the Ven- 


geance of che Secular Arm in the Cauſe of that 
God, who himſelf hath ſaid, Vengeance is mine, 
and I will repay it. 


And becauſe his Lordſhip juſtly thought their 


Majeſties had too much Diſcernment and 


true Religion to perſecute Men for God's fake, 


therefore he implores the Royal Power to do 
this Execution for its own fake. 

His Lordſhip repreſents, that Government 
cannot ſubſiſt if Religion be taken _ be- 
cauſe of the divine Reſtraints on human 


Hearts, which he thinks are expected in vain 


from Laws and Motives merely Political. 
His Lordſhip then ſhould inform us, how 


Government ſubſiſted for che firſt Four Thouſand 


Years of the World, when only the Few!/h 
Nation had divine Reſtraints, and all the Peo- 


ple of the Earth beſides obey'd the higher 


Powers, from Laws and Motives merely Politi- 


cal. 


If he ſhould reply they had Reſtraints upon 


them, which they receiv'd as divine, his 


' Lordſhip will then equally advance Impoſture 


and Superſtition with true and rational Reli- 


gion; from whence it will follow, that the 


is of the ſame Ad- 


Worſhip of falſe Gods 
ge — Ho Vantage 


E. 
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vantage to the Higher Powers as the Religi- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thus his Lordſhip would vindicate the moſt 
rational Religion in the World by thoſe very 
Methods and Arguments, which are us'd to de- 
fend the molt peſizlent Syſtems upon Earth. 

His Lordſhip would have the King his Sove- 
reign ceaſe to be Father of his People, that he 
may become Defender of the Faith, and implores 
him to renounce that Protection, which is e- 
qually due to the Subject, as Allegiance j is due 
to the Crown: This he deſires, to the end 
that his Majeſty may perſecute incredulous Men, 
and force them, againſt their Conſent, ro be- 
come Orthodox Believers. 

His Lordſhip repreſents, the King's Title to 
the Crown is founded on the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſianity, when he knows it proceeded from 


the Principles of Liberty, and has himſelf 


ſxorn, by the Oath of Supremacy, that the King's 
Is entirely independent of the Church. 

Elis Lordſhip poorly anſwers the popular 
Clamour he nientions, that They who implore 
the Secular Arm azainff Infidels, are Friends 
of Perſecution. He ſays indeed, that, There ts 
a real Difference between Ar guments and 
Buffoonery, as alſo that licentions Invectives 
againſt the Founders of our Religion, and the 
Miracles which confirm the Truth of it, are no 
part of the Liberties of a Chriſtian Nation. 
This put me in mind of the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Jeferies, who 9 away Magna 

Charta, 


Oe» 
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Charta, as this holy Prelate quibbles away the 
Engliſh Liberties, when he calls us a Chiiſtian 
Nation. For when Tefer:es interpreted that 
part of the Great Charter, where it is ſaid, 
that no Man ſhall be find but with a Salvo 
contenemento ſuo, he boldiy declar'd the Le- 


gifſlature only meant Petty Amercements, for 


Contempts and trifling Offences, but never in- 
tended to reſtrain Exorbitant Fines, for Crimes, 
and Miſdemeanors. As if Liberty and Indul-- 
gence were leaſt allow'd, where tney are 
moſt wanted, and our eſſential Privileges al- 
Ways to be underſtood by the narrow- ſoul'd 
Explanations of that corrupt Chief Juſtice, 
or this Biſhop. 

I think ir an Inſult upon the Briti/h Na- 
tion, that any Biſhop, or Churchman whatſo- 
ever, ſhould dare 10 3 us Laws, or li- 
nit our Liberties, A proceeding like this 
would have incurr'd an Impeachment in for- 
mer Times, and Arch-Bithop Laud was brought 
to the Scaffold, for Offences much leſs inju- 
rious to his Country. Will this Reverend Pre- 
late ſet up for an Oracle of Laws, and pre- 
ſume by his own Authority to declare what 
8 Liberties in a Chriſtian Nation. 

No, there is a dernier Reſoit, even from the 
| 13333 of Weſtminſter Hall, and the great 

Council of the Nation are only qualified to ſay 
what Liberties belong to the Nation; fo that 
However terrible inferior Tribunals may ſhew 
wemſelves, the proudeſt Men that ever ſwelld 
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in Scarlet, have often need at the Bar © 
that moſt Auguſt Judicature, who are zea- 
lous for the Rights of the People, and will a- 
venge their Cauſe on all that invade them. 
The Proſecution carried on againſt Mool- 


ſton, at the earneſt Application of particular 


Prelates, plainly ſhews what Spirit they are 
of, and that they have little Sincerity when 
they declaim againſt the Free: Uſe of Irony 


and Ridicule, in Contra- diſtinction to the Li- 


berty of ſerious Arguments. 
Becauſe the Judgment which they ſoli- 
cited and obtained in Meſtminſter- Hall, is 
this, biz. e | 
« CHRISTIANITY being Part of the Com- 
« mon Law of England, ALL Attempts to 
« ſubvert or overthrow Chriſtianity muſt be 
« puniſhable by Common Law, becauſe they 
« tend to overthrow the Common Law. 


So that by this Judgment All Arguments 


againſt Chriſtianity , whether ſerious or ludi- 


crous, are equally Attempts to ſubvert Chri- 


ſtianity, and conſequently, to be puniſh'd a- 
like by the Common Law. 


Vet ſuch is the Abſurdity of this Affair, 
that the Excellent Biſhop of Londom ſays in 
his Paſtoral Letter, He is far, very far from 
being againſt ſerious Enquiry, which he thinks 
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fo far from tending to overthrow Chriſtiani: 


ty, that he is ſincerely of Opinion, the more! 
Freely it is diſcuſid, the more firmly it will 


and. 
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( 13) 
And the Biſbop before us aſſerts, there is a 
real Difference between Arguments and Buf- 


foonery, but where is this real Difference, if 


he maintains the Crime and Puniſhmenr to 
be the ſame, as he actually does by promo- 
ting this Proſecution * = 

Obſerve what an eſſential Difference there 


zs between the Judgment of the Law, and 


the Lord Biſhop of London; one ſays, what- 
ever denies the Truth of Chriſtianity tends 
to ſubvert it, whilſt the other maintains, 
and does verily believe, that the more freely it 
7s diſcuſs d the more firmly it will ſtand. 
Obſerve too the Biſhop of St. David's, with 
his real Difference between Arguments and 
Buffoonery, when they are ſentenced exactly 
alike — J am afraid, in his Lordſhip's Phraſe, 
this is only a Nominal Difference. 
It is not the Puniſhment of Buffoonery 


that Men of Senſe oppoſe, but they can 


never approve a Judgment, which if car- 
ried into a Precedent, muſt be a total Re- 


ſtraint upon all Religious Enquiries, and all 


Arguments in general on that Subject, whe- 
cher pleaſant or grave. e 

When any of my Lords the Biſbops do 
thus declare againſt Perſecution, whilſt they 
are carrying on his Proſecution; or when 


they declare for Liberty, whilſt they thus ſoli- 


cit ſuch a general Reffrazr, all good Chriſti- 


ans are highly concern'd, and deeply affected, 
as they have a due Senſe of that unblemiſh'd 
| Inte- 


14-1 
Integrity, and unviolated Sincerity which 


ought even to accompany the * Cha- 
racter. 


For Injmcerity, in the ſolenin Declarations 


of Prelates, is equally heinous even with 
Perjury ſelf, committed by private Perſons. 
And this is humbly ofter'd to the grave Con- 
fideration of a my Lords the Biſhops. 
As the good Biſhop of St. David's afferts, 
the Royal Title is precarious whenever the 


Church is in Danger, it ſeems as if his Lord- 


ſhip thought all Unbelievers in a Plot, and 
chat Yool/ton with his Friends were a Faction 
do bring in the Pretender. > 
For his Lordſhip maintains, that Infidels, 
who hate Syperſtit1on, muſt naturally favour 
the Pope; and that becauſe they declaim a- 
gainſt all Sorts of Superſtition, therefore they 
, mult approve the worſt Sort, namely, the 
Roman Catholic Religion. 

And as he could not wholly deny his good 
liking of Perſecution, yet to ſoften that terri- 
fying Word, his Lordſhip will have it to be 


only „5 in England, whilſt he allows it 


to be real in the Church of Rome. Thus 


Fire and Faggot are real Perſecution, but Pil- 
lory, Fine, and Impriſonment are only nominal. 
Nay more, becauſe Free-t2:nking Chriſtians 
condemn his Lordſhip's Nominals, therefore 


he fays they muſt neceſſarily favour the Reali- 


ties of Popery; ſo that it ſeems they have ſuch. 


a 1 82555 Spite to Pillory, Fine, and Impriſon- 


ment, 
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ment, that in his Lordſhip's Opinion they would 
rather have Fire and Faggots. This is truly his 
Lordſhip's Doctrine, who works more Miracles 
than he vindicates. 5 

His Lordſhip would make her Majeſty's 
Learning to pre/ide in the Debate between his 
Lordſhip and Moolſton, tho the Royal Autho- 
rity is iniplored to pre-judge the Controverſy, 
which is an Inſult to her high Underſtanding, 
and a Mockery of her illuſtrious Perſon; for 
he asks that Judgment from her Knowledge, 
which is before-hand awarded by her Power. 

He commends her Care in informing the 
Minds of a numerous Royal Progeny; yet ſtill 
this will not do bis Lordſhip's Buſineſs, unleſs 
ſhe enforces her Example by her Authority; 
and if ſhe does not comply with his Demand, 
this Einbaſſadon extraordinary of Heaven 
threatens the QurEN and Kingdoms with no 
leſs than the awful Judgments of an angry 
GoD. 1 

On the whole, he ſeems to advance, that 
Superſtition and Perſecution ought to be the 
Appendages of a Crown, as they are the La- 
bels of a Mitre. 9 

And having in the Beginning exhorted the 
QUEEN to Perſecution, for the King's Sake, and 


her own Sake; fo laſt of all, and in the Con- 
dluſion, he exhorts her to the ſame Proceedings 
for God's Sake, and her Soul's Sake, He pro- 
miles her Majeſty (by what Authority I know 
not) that if ſhe obſerves his Directions, ſhe 


ſhall 


T5 
ſhall have diſtinguiſhed Rewards, and pecu- 


liar Bleſſings from the hands of a bountiful 


Gop, whoſe Decreesare pronounced, and whoſe 
Favours diſpenſed abſolutely and determinately 
by this very Reverend Prelate. 


Such being the Nature and Tendency of his 
Dedication, I truſt his Lordſhip will have 


Reaſonto expunge it, and inſtead thereof to offer 
up mine to her Majeſty. 
The QuꝝE EN muſt undoubtedly reliſh his 
Doctrine very ill, if we confider her frequent 
and pious Interpoſitions at Foreign Courts in 
behalf of z7happy Men, diſtreſèd tor their Reli 
Siousg Opinions. And certainly thoſe Princes, with 
whom ſhe prevents Perſecution abroad, would 
think it very extraordinary her Majeſty ſhould 
approve Perſecution af home; in which caſe, 
very probably they might juſtify their own Pro- 
ceedings by her Majeſty's Example. 

The Crown has alfo very lately eſtabliſhed 


a noble Foundation at Bermudas, for the Pro- 


Pagation of the Goſpel ; and if Tyranny muſt 


maintain it here, what can advance it there? 
for the Indians will never be ſo ſtupid as to 
abandon human Feeling, when they judge of 
Divine Revelation; and their preſent Condition 
is a much more eligible State, than Converſion 
on any ſuch 'Terms, for all Men had better be 
Sa vages than N ; and whilſt Chriſtianity, 


by the Cruelties of wicked Men, is againſt | 
Liberty and Happineſs, it has but a poor Recom- |. 


mendation to Far ab and Eſteem. 
Beſides, 


("$7 ] 


Beſides, if his Lordſhip's Doctrine be al- 
lowed, their Majeſties had better have erected 


a Court of Inquiſition than a College of Learn 
ing at Bermudas; becauſe if every Man by Law 
ought to believe, what Neceſſity have they for 
Doctors to convert him? fince it is abſurd to 
perſuade Men to receive what they muſt be 
puniſhed for if they reje&, and undoubtedly 


Hanging is the ſhorteſt way with Diſſenters, 


But not to forget my very good Lord the 
Biſhop. „„ 
Every one allows, his Lordſhip had ſecular 
Views, as well as ſhiritual Advantages, when 
he labour'd for the Service of the Church. 
And why ſhould not I have the ſame, when 
I labour for the Service of his Lordſhip ? 
I do therefore, in ſure and clan ho es that 


hisLordſhip will be very ſoon created Archbiſhop 
of Dublin, put in my Claim to be Dean of 


St. Patrick's, upon the firſt Vacancy that hap- 
pens. _ | 0 

For I am truly of Opinion, that I have as 
much Right to ſucceed the merry Doctor Swift, 
as his Lordſhip to ſucceed the learned Dr. 


King. 


So that it is plain, chat our abilities bear a due 


Proportion to our expected Preferments. 


And thus recommending it to their Conſide- 
ration, who ſerve at the altars of the Gop of 
Peace, I preſent them with this Dedication 
and Counter-project, fairly ſet in Oppoſition, 


Paragraph by paragraph. 
a” 
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QUEEN-REGENT,. 


MADAM, 
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25 . humbly bes your Majeſty's 
Acceptance of the following Vin- 
4 dication of the Miracles of our 
bleffed Saviour, which I now put 


ly as a Chriſtian, but as a Biſhop 
of the Church of England, with an Heart 
entirely devoted to the Honour of our common 


Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and to the King's 
and your Majeſty's Service: For what is now 


preſented to your Royal View, is un Apologeti 


cal Defence of our boly Religion, againſt one 
of the moſt virulent Libels on it, by an Apo- 


ftate Clergyman, that has appear din any Chri- 


{tian Country, and in Compariſon of which, other 
Infidels bave acted a modeſt Pari. 


Indeed 


8 


unden your Patronage, not mere- 
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QUEEN. CONS ORT. 


MAP AM, 
J Moſt humbly hoy your Majeſty's 


Acceptance of the following 
Vindication of the Liberties of 
our happy Conſtitution, which 1 
now put under your Patronage, 
not merely as an Advocate, but as a free- 
horn Subject of that Crown you adorn, with 
an Heart entirely devoted to the Honour of 
our common Country and People, the Bri- 
tijh Nation, and to the King's and your Ma- 
jeſtys Soevics For what is now preſec;x4 to 
your Royal View, is an Apologetical Defence 
of our unvaluable Liberties, againſt one of the 
moſt Virulent Libels on it, by an Pre- 
late, that has appear'd in any free Conſtitution, 
and in Compariſon of which, other Perſecu- 
tors have acted a charitable Part, 


YL Indeed. 


1 

Indeed a more proper Occaſi on cannot poſſi 
bly happen in any Nation, where Chriſtianity 18 
eftabliſh'd by human Laws, to invigorate the 
Zeal of the Magiſtrate, in putting thoſe Laws 
in Execution againſt ſo flagrant a Sort of 

Profaneneſs, that tramples with fuch Indig- 

nity on the Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith, 

and to convince the World, that the Miniſter 
, that God, who i /o highly aftronted, bears 
not the Sword in vain. 

And certainly the Higher Powers hire great 
Reaſon to exert their Authority, ſince it is 
no leſs evident from conſtant Experience, than 
from the Nature of the Thing, that Religion 
1s the firmeſt Support of Government, as it 
ſays thoſe Reſtraints on the Hearts of Men, 
which in vain are expected from Laws and 


Motives merely political. And more eſpecially 


does the Obedience, requir 2 by Chriſtianity 70 


the Laws and C onftitutions of every Country, 
take an entire Poſſeſſion of the Conſciences of 


Subjects, not only under the Penalties of hu- 
man Laws, but the much ſtronger Impreſſions 


of a future Sentence, that has a ftrict Connexi- 


on with Eternity, to be deciſively pronounc d 
9 the King of * 


: # 
1 e F & 0 82 Ja # >" EF Sg, A. f * 2 7 O08 Re” * 
«eG \ . 1 q 6 2 3 to 703 : _ = 3 8 
* _—_ % * 4 y 5 8 : 4 3 n = WR. bo 
l . 9 4 i. 
5 * C a = 
: p 4 af 
* g * 7 665M * | 
: . A k e e — 
> 6 3%, * ee. x r 3 S LY gg ko 
: — 0 „ rr et, gs „ . TY 
; * wb ES IE” ag FT rw TO PE PROAGS 4 + 1 ? - 


wy ny ts Fes 22 
* A 2 3 9 * 5 fo 5.x a 
* 4 , 
* 
* V. ; 


ok 


( 2} 


Indeed a more proper Occaſion cannot poſſi- 
bly happen in any Nation where £zberty is 
eſtabliſh'd by common Laws, to inVIgorate the 
Zeal of the Magiſtrate, in putting thoſe Laws 
in execution againſt fo flagrant a fort of Per/e- 
cution, that tramples with ſuch Indignity on the 
Grounds of the Brit;z/h Conſtitution, and to 
convince the World, that the Guardian of 
thoſe Rights, which are ſo boldly zuvaded, 
bears not the Sword in vain. 

And certainly the Higher Powers have great 
Reaſon to exert their Authority, ſince it is 
no leſs evident from conſtant Experience, than 


from the Nature of the Thing, that Liberty is 


the firmeſt Support of Religion, as it obtains 


that Aſſent from the Minds of Men, which in 
vain is expected from Laws and Motives mere- 
ly Tyrannical. And more eſpecially does the 


Obedience, requir'd by Chriftienity to the 


Laws and Conſtitutions of every Country, take 
an entire Poſſeſſion of the Conſciences of 
Subjects, when the Chri/tian Religion is tru- 
ly believed and rightly underſtood, which 
never can be done, without πiimited Freedom 
of Enquiry, fince whatever is reſtrain'd, can 
never be debated ; and that which muſt not 
be examin'd, is not to be underſtood ; fo that all 


the Higher Powers, who expe& a due Obedi- 


ence from divine Reſtraints, muſt convince the 


People, that ſuch Reſtraints are divine, or they 


cannot expect to be duly obey d. 


As 


T4] 


As therefore they that labour ſo induſtricuſly 
fo root out all Senſe of Virtue and Religion a- 
Mmong us, do by unavoidable Conſequences [ap 
the Foundation of all Government, ſo they who 


are thus warmly engaged in ub derting the 


Chriitian Religion, moſt happily eftabliſhed by 
Lew in theſe Kingdoms, and are io very active 
in propagating Infidelity, do in the laſt Reſort 
not only inſiult the Royal Title of Defender of 
the Faith, but undermine the undoubted Right 
9 his Maj efty and bis Royal Family to the Crown 
of theſe Reaims, as it is founded on the Profeſſi- 
on of C hriſtianity reform'd, and now legally 
ſettled among us. Tl herefore Perſons of that 
Character, may well be confider d as equal; 
faiſe io the Auther of our Faith, and to the 
preſent Government ; for nothing is more de- 
monſtrable than that thoſe Adver ſaries of the 


Chriſtian Religion, who are now f0 bufily ein- 


floy'd in inſuſrng Doubts into ſome weak Minds, 


in giving an Tndiffer ence and Coldneſs to other 


avell-meaning Perſons, and in making others 


that are viciouſly inclin d ac al Proſelytes 75 
Infidelity, are purſuing ſuch Methods as have 

a natural Tendency to introduce Confuſion, od 
thereby betray us into P OPERY, which 7s 
" 1 omplication of Errors; the Profeſſion of 


which 1s no leſs inconſitent with bis Majefty 5 


moſt rightful Title to the Crown, than with 
eur Eftabliſhed Religion. 1nd therefare, n a 


Juſt denſe of that Allegiance « which is due t0 
toe King, and for the Security of your Ma- 
| Jeſties, 
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As therefore, they that labour ſo induſtriouſſy 


to root out all Senſe of Liberty and Virtue a- 
mong us, do by unavoidable Conſequence ſap 
the Foundation of true Religion, and thereby 
24 Py . 0 . 

= remove the only divine Reſtraints, which are 
laid on the Hearts of Men, in ſubjeciion to 
temporal Government; fo they, who are thus 


wWarmly engag'd in ſubverting the Byitiſb Con- 
ſtitution, moſt happily eſtabliſh'd by Laws 


and Oaths ſubſcrib'd by King and People, and 
' »* who are ſo very active in propagating Per ſecu- 
tion, do in the laſt Reſort, not only inſult 
che Royal Title of Father of the People, but 
- undermine the undoubted Right of his Maje- 
ſty, and his Royal Family to the Crown of 


theſe Realms, as it is founded or: the Princi- 


ples of L1BERTY, reſtor'd by the happy Re- 


volutien, and now legally ſettled among us. 


Therefore Perſons of that Character may well 


be conſider' d as equally falſe to the Author of 
+ our Faith, and to the preſent Government. 


For nothing is more demonſtrable, than that 
thoſe Adverſaries of the Br:ti/h Conſtitution, 
who are now fo buſily employ'd in infuſing 


Doubts into ſome weak Minds, in giving an 


5 Indifference and Coldneſs to other well-mean- 


ing Perſons, and in making others, that are 
Tyrannically inclin'd, actual Proſelytes to Ar- 


_*  bitrary Power, are purſuing ſuch” Methods as 


have a natural Tendency to introduce Slavery, 
and thereby betray us into POPERY, which 


is a Complication of Errors; the Profeſſion of 


which 


3. 8, 


Jeſties, and the Royal Family, and thereby 


of the Publick itſelf, as well as out of a deep 


Concern for the Honour and Preſervation of our 
moſt holy Faith, the enſuing Treatiſe is now 
fer d, under your Majeſty's Protection, to the 
View of the Public; which I wiſh were as 
worthy of your Royal Favour, with Regard to 
tbe Management of the Controverſy, as it is 
to the Subject itfelf; a Controverſy of that Im- 
fortance, as to determine, whether the Chriſtian 
_ Religion ſtands upon a firm and rational, or a 
 Chimerical and Enthuftaſtical Foundation; a 
_ Controverſy that affects our All, our preſent 


Tranquility, and our Proſpect of Immortality. 


It may reaſonably be hoped, that the Pub- 
lication of this, and other Diſcourſes of the like 
Nature, may, beſides putting a Stop to the Pro- 
Treſs of Infidelity, contribute likewiſe to the 
ſilencing of that groundleſs Calumny, which 
has been caſt on thoſe who implore the Magi- 


ſtrates Aſſiſtance in the Execution of Laws a- 


gainſt Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, namely, that 

ſuch Perſons are Friends to Perſecution ; for 

they are ſo far from diſtruſting their Arguments 
offer d for Chriſtianity, that they are ready to 
confiacr any Objeetions propes'd with Decency, 
er indeed with Indecency, in the preſent In- 
ſtance 


2 & tru ſting in their Arguments ofer'd for Chriſti- 


(4) 

which is no leſs inconſiſtent with his Majeſty's 
moſt rightful Title to the Crown, than with 
our eſtabliſhed Liberties. And therefore, in 
a juſt Senſe of that Allegiance which 1s due 
to the King, and for the Security of your Maje- 
ſties, and the Royal Family, and thereby of 
the Publick itſelf, as well as out of a deep 
Concern for the Honour and Preſervation of 
our moſt happy Conſtitution, the enſuing Trea- 
tiſe is now offer d, under your Majeſty's Pro- 
tection, to the View of the Publick; which 
I wiſh were as worthy of your Royal Favour, 
with regard to the Management of the Con- 
troverſy, as it is worthy of that Favour, with 
Regard to the ſubject melt; a Controverſy of 
that Importance, as to determine, whether 


dhe Britiſh Conſtitution ſtands upon a Firm 


and Real, or a Chimerical and Nominal Foun- 


ation; a Controverſy that affects our ALL, 
dur preſent Tranquility, and our lateſt Poſte- 


rity. 
It may reafonably be hoped, that the Pub- 


lication of this; and other Diſcourſes of the 

like Nature, may beſides the putting a ſtop 
to the Progreſs of Perſecution, contribute like- 
- wiſe to the /lencing of that ſenſeleſs Outcry, 
eccho d by thoſe who implore the Magiſtrates 
4 Aſſiſtance in the Execution of Laws againſt 
- Liberty and Enquiry, namely, that ſuch Per- 
ſons at the very fame Time are Friends 


to Freedom, For, Madam, they are ſo far from 


anity, 


4 


AHance. But they cannot be induced to think, that 


there is no real Difference between Arguments 
and Buffoonery, or that licentious Invectives 
againſt the Founder of our Religion, and a pro- 
feſſed Ridicule of thoſe Miracles that confirm the 


Truth of it, are any part of the Liberties of 


a Chriſtian Nation, or are the only Labels that 
are not cognizable by a Chriſtian Magiſtra- 


ey*, In ſuch Circumſtances the Clamour of a 


Nominal Perſecution can only be raisd by 


thoſe, who in Conſequence of their own Infi- P 
_ deliry, and their wicked Diligence in ſpreading 
that Infection, are bringing in upon us the real 


Per fecutions of the Church of Rome, who ltke- 


wiſe, whilſt they rail ſo plentifully at the moſt 


rational Religion in the World as Superſtition, 
give great Advantages towards reſtoring the 


inſlapportable Superſtitions of that Commu- 


mon. Theſe are Perſons indeed that appear in 
Havour of unbounded Liberty, but God grant 
it may not terminate in abſolute Slavery. And 
it is certain that cannot be 4à Legal Liberty, 


which 1s ſo inconſiſtent with the Reverence dug 


fo our Laws, and the juſt Authority of our pre- 
ent Government. 5 


Whilſt the King is adjuſting abroad the Rights 
ov Europe, and tho prepar'd for War, is ejta- 


 bliſhng the Peace of his Kingdoms, your Majeſty 


wil vouchſafe in any vacant Intervals, to re- 


For a full Anſiver te this Paragraph, ſer the Introduction. 
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anity, that even when they offer them, they 
endeavour effectually to deter all Men from an- 
ſwering them, whilſt they implore the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate to ſheath the Sword of Vengeance in 
the Heart of Religious Liberty, and make it 
equally terrible to propoſe Objections with 
Decency, as with Indecency, /ince they take 
the Judgment into their own Hands, of what 
ever is decent or indecent, and contend for 
Laws that will puniſh whatever they con- 
denn. In ſuch Circumſtances the Knavery 
and Nonſence of a Nominal Perſecution, can 
only be deviſed by thoſe, who in Conſe- 
quence of their own Cruelty, and their wicked 
Diligence in ſpreading that Infection, are 
bringing in upon us, the real Perſecutions 
of the Church of Rome; who likewiſe, whilſt 
they do frequently advance SUPERSTI- 
TION, as the moſt rational Religion in 
the World, give great Advantages towards 
reſtoring the inſupportable Superſtitions of 
that Communion. Theſe are Perſons indeed 
that appear in favour of Arbitrary Power, but 
God grant they may not eſtabliſh ' Abſolute 
Slavery; and it is certain, that cannot be a 
Legal Power, which is fo inconſiſtent with the 
Reverence due to our Rights, and the juſt 
Liberty of our preſent Conſtitution, 
Whilſt the King is Adjuſting the Rights 
of Europe, and, cautious of incurring an ex- 
2 War, is eſtabliſhing the Peace of 
is Kingdoms, your Majeſty wil l vcacbſafe, 
Bs aup 
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lieve your ſollicitous Cares for the Publick with 


the preſent Diſpute, and to preſide as Arbitreſs 
in it; for which you are ſo well qualified by your 


uncommon Attainments in Religion and Learn- 


ing: I leave to others the Celebration of your 
Political Vi irtues, your Applicaticn to Publick 
Affairs, and your $ agacity in the Conduct of them, 
during his Majeſty's Abſence, But I ſhall, 


more e 0 my Function, recommend ta 


a degenerate Age, your Majeſty's great Exam- 


ple of Conjuga Fidelity and Affection, and of 


a zealous Care to form the Minds of a nu- 
merous Royal Progeny to ſuch a Senſe of Vir- 


rue and Religion, as may render them the Or 


naments and Blejings of the coming Age. 


And that 2 excellent an Example may have 
the more diffuſrve Influence, your Majeſty's 
Authority will juſtly contribute to enforce it, 
by flemming that Torrent of Vice and Profane- 
neſs, which is broke in upon us, and threatens 
1 with the Fudgments of God, Subverſion of 
all that is dear and valuable to us. But God 


has raisd up Conſtantines and Theodoſius's 


fer the Benefit and Security of his Church, ſo has 


Le appointed Helena's and Eudocia's 7o be Nur- 


fing 


| (6) 
with aſſiduous Care, to advance the Tiberties 
of Britain, to ſtand as the divine Palladi- 
um / eur happy Conſtitution, and preſerve the 
Bukoarks of our Happineſs, that the Beaſt 
of Perſecution, big with Ruin and Confuſion, 
nay never enter our H. alls, nor Fire and Sword 
lay waſte our Provinces. For this, your Ma- 
jeſty is happily qualify'd, by your high Sta- 
tion, and prevailing Influence in the Court of 
our Auguſt Monarch. I leave to others the 
Celebration of your numerous Virtues, your 


T Application to publick Affairs, and your Sa- 


gacity in the Conduct of them. Bur J ſhall, 
more agreeably to my Character, recommend 
to an arbitrary, overbearing Clergy, your Ma- 
jeſty's great Example, and zealous Care in 
forming the Minds of an illuſtrious Royal Pro- 
geny to ſuch a ſenſe of Liberty and Virtue, as 
buy their powerful Protection of wnfetter'd 
Truth, and princely Encouragement of gene- 
rous Freedom, may render them the Orna- 
ments and Bleflings of the coming Age. 

And that ſo Excellent an Example may 
have the more diffuſive Influence, your Ma- 
jeſty's Authority will juſtly contribute to en- 
force it, by ſtemming that Torrent of Error 


and Per ſeculiom which is broke in upon us, 
and threatens us with the utter Subverſion 
4 of All that is Dear and Valuable to us. But 


as God has raiſed up Princes and Hero's, for 
che Benefit and Security of Civil Liberty a- 
mong us, ſo has Hg appointed them Queens 


+ $8 
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fing Mothers of it, and thereby to become In- 
frruments of bis Glory. And indeed the learn. 
ed Empreſs, now laſt mention d, had the pecu- 
lar Honour of adorning, with her own Royal 
Pen, thoje Miracles of our Lord that are now 

reuiled by Infidels; a Work, in which even yet 
fe ſhines with an immortal Luſtre, 


Aud as your Majeſty has been advanc'd, bythe © 
good Providence of God, to your preſent Roya, 
Station, for the Preſervation both of our Church | 
and State, ſo are you prefectly appriz'd, that 
the Opportunities afforded by that Station, of WR 
more :emimently promoting the Glory of oo, an 
| | and Xx 


CE) 
and Conſorts, to be the Nurſing Mothers of 


lo 
Religious Freedom; and even. our own il- 
[= luſtrichs Queen Elizabeth had the - peculiar 


> Honour of eſtabliſhing, with her Royal Hand, 
ov = thoſe Rights of our Country, which are 
f = now reviled by Ecclefiaſticks; a Work where 
in ſhe will ever ſhine with an immortal 

Luſtre. 5 5 5 
And as your Majeſty greatly deſpis d, and 
* nobly rejected an Imperial Crown itſelf, when 
> Superſtition and Perſecution were the fatal 
Appendages of that Dignity, ſo have you been 
advanced to your \preſent Royal Station, by 
the good Providence of God, in Concurrence 
with the generous Deſires of a brave People, 
who Elected the Houſe of Hanover from 
all the Princes of the Continent, as beſt of 
all qualified to make this Iſland happy, and 
preſerve the Rights of Britain, both Sacred 
and Civil. . 3 
In this your high exalted Station Your 
Majeſty has no ſuch Conditions annex'd to 
your Power, nor is your Majeſty compell'd to 
do the low Drudgery of lazy Ecclefiaſticks, 
or to connive at the vile Iniquities of a cor- 
rupt Clergy. 0 „ 5 
This, Madam, is the happy Lot aſſign'd you, 
wherein you are perfectly appriz d, that your 
ample Opportunities of eminently promoting 
the Happineſs of Mankind, are the nobleſt 
Advantages of ſecular Greatneſs; in protecting 
Truth, and making it ſafe to be ſpoken, in 
. main- 


Meru. 
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end the Good of the Publick, are the m- 
bleſt Advantages of Secular Greatneſs, ſince, 


however elevated it may be, it is otherwiſe of a 


tranſient and ſhort Duration. But the true Uſe 
of theſe high Advantages extends to a future State, 


wherein they will be principally diſtinguiſb d, who 


have themſelves arriv'd at confirmd Habits of 


Virtue and Piety, and have kept up à juſt 
Senſe of them in others; who have ſupported, by 
their own bright Examples, and well-employ'd 
Authority, the declining Intereſts of Religi- 
on, and have vindicated with an holy Zeal 
the Honour of their Supreme Lord, from, the 
Afronts of wicked and incredulous Men. Theſe 
are the real and laſting Ornaments of an ex- 


alted Station. Theſe alone are the Appendages 


of Power that deſerve to be envied; and theſe 
are. the only Attendants on the Great into a bet- 
ter World, and that will entitle them there to 
peculiar Rewards, from the Hands of a bountia 


And 


SONY 
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1 
maintaining Liberty, | and making it dangerous 
to evade it, you will obtain the Praiſes, and 
the Bleſſings of a happy, envied People, 
]y prize, beyond the deſigning Flatterers, and 
fulſom Adulations of Spiritual Sycophants. 
But the true uſe of theſe high Advantages 
extends to a Fũture State, in which they 
will be principally diſtinguiſh'd, according to 
the eternal Principles ot Right, and the un- 
deniable Propoſitions of true Religion, who 
have themſelves arriv'd at confirm'd Habits of 
Liberty and Virtue, and have kept up a juſt 
Senſe of them in others; who have ſupported, 
by their own bright Examples, and well-em- 
ploy' d Authority, the declining Freedom of an 
ancient Conſtitution, and have vindicated with 
a noble Zeal the Honour of a great People, 
from the Afﬀronts of wicked and .arbitrar 
Churchmen. Theſe are the Real and Laſting 
Ornaments of an Exalted Station, when it be- 
comes the ASYLUM of perſecuted Truth, and 
ſhowers down Bleſſings on a free People. Theſe 
t = alone are the Appendages of Power, that 
truly deſerve to be valued, as nothing elſe but 
*** Truth and Liberty can promote the Happineſs 
= of Men; and theſe are che only Attendants 
on the Great into a better World, where 
it 1s their Title to Glory, that they have ad- 
= wanc'd the Felicity of this; and where none 
Can expect the Bounties of à righteous God, 
== 30/9 have not been juſt to the natural Liberties 
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And that your Majeſty may not only very 
long enjoy all the Bleſſings of this World, and 
particularly that which ariſes from the Conſci- 
2% and Satigfaction of having contributed 

e 


40 the Reformation of a corrupt and diſſolute 
Age, but may be crowned with a diſtinguiſhed 
Glory, upon the final Approbation of the great 

Judge Kal, is the fervent Prayer of, 


MAD AM, 
Your Majeſty's 
moſt Dutiful and 
moſt Faithful Servant, 
' Richard St. Davids. 
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the final Approbation of the Great Judge of 
Truth, who created Liberty before he 7 


| (9) 

of Men. And that your Majeſty may not on- 
ſy very long enjoy all the Bleſſings of this 
World, and that which particularly ariſes from 
the Conſcioufneſs and Satisfaction of having 
contributed to the Reformation of corrupt and 
difſolute Clergymen, but may be crown'd with 


ea d 
Chriſtianiry, and never intended the Religion 4 
his Son ſhould leave the Rights 7. Mankind, 
in a worſe Condition than it found them, 


Thi, MADAM, 
7s the fervent Prayer of 
Nur Majeſty's moſt Dutiful, 


and meft Faithful Servant. 
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8 T have aſſiſted the Reverend Prelate in his 

Dedication, J have alſo a Deſire to help 

bis 2 rg in part of his Preface; and whereas 
he concludes it in this Manner, vix. 

{ will aſſure Mr. W. I can eaſily bear all thoſe Re- 

N that are or ſhall be thrown on me for the 

ame of Chriſt, and count it the trueſt Honour now, 


Ae I "08, it "F N W/W 
; 3 


and doubt not it will be the greateſt Happineſs here- 


after to ſuffer Obloquy, and to be loaded with Ca- 


lumny for the Sake of his Goſpel ; in the Defence of 


which, as I have taken up my Pen, 6 J truſt 1 Hall 
always be ready io lay down my Life. 

Now by his Lordſhip's good Leave and Favour, 
I think it ought to ſpeak more Truth, and then 
it will ſtand thus, VIZ, 

Twill afſure Mr. W. IT can caſily bear all thoſe 
Reproaches, that are or ſhall be x Bs on me for 
the Metropolis of Dublin; and count it the trueſt 
Honour now, and doubt not it will be the greateſt 


Happineſs hereafter to ſuffer Obloquy, and a Load of 


Calumny for the Sake of ſo good anArchbiſhoprick; 
in Pretenſion to which, as I have taken up my Pen, fo 


1 truſt I ſhall —_ be ready f fo lay down my imme 


diate Dioceſe. 


. * 


N. B. The Apologetical Defence of Liberty, which is a a large 


Treatiſe, and juſt finiſhed, ſhall very ſoon be publifhed : As al- 
ſo A Critical Examination of the Vindication of the Miracles, 
which laſt is not only, intended to expoſe the Vindicator, but 
to do them ample Juſtice igainſt Infide/s and Apoſtates. 
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7 O F 
Mr. Woolston's Discoursss. 


T laſt, one Volume of Biſhop 
Smalbroke's mountainous Work, 
that the Preſs has been ſo long 
pregnant with, is brought forth : And 
I] don't doubt, but it anſwers the 
Expectations of the Clergy, who will extol it to 
the Skies, and applaud it to the Populace, as 
an abſolute Confutation of my Diiſcour ſes on 
the Miracles of our Saviour; but I would ad- 


viſe them, if it be not too late, not to be too 


profuſe in their Commendations of it, for fear 
it ſhould occaſion them to bluſh for meir want 
of Judgment. 


(2) , 
I had conceived a great Opinion of this Bi. 
ſhop's Learning and Abilities, and was ſo ap- 
prehenfive of his Acuteneſs, that nothing, bu 
a thorough Perſwafion of the Goodneſs of my 
Cauſe, and of my Power to defend it, could 

have kept me from Flight before him. Bt (1 
upon my peruſing the firſt Part of his Vindi- 
cation lately publiſhed, and finding his Argu- 
ents therein to fall ſhort of my Expetations, » Pa 

I ſhall ſtand my Ground againſt him, and the 
reſt of my Adverſaries, whether Divines or La- 1 
2227, Eo! 
Many other little Fhiffers in Divinity have | 2, 
before attack d me with their Squibs and Squirts 
from the Preſs, but J deſpiſed them all, as un- n 

worthy of my particular Regard and Notice, 
reſerving myſelf for Defence a 85 ainſt this Bi. 
ſhop's grand Aſſault; when, by the by, I might 
haye an Opportunity to animadvert on one or 

other of them, ; _ 
The Biſhop of St. David 8 att a mak glo- 
rious Part: He comes not behind me like o- N 
ther Cowards, to give me a ſecret Knock on 
the Pate, but like a couragious Champion, 
| looks me in the Face, and admoniſhes me tro 
ſtand upon my Guard. This is bravely. done 
in him! And have no Fault to find, but that ĩ . 
he is providing himſelf with Second. in the 
Controverſy, I mean the Civil Powers, and 
calling upon them to deſtroy me, before che J 
Battle is well begun, and whether he gets the | 
better of me or not. This laſt | Particular ” f 
_ dee 


aed is not fairly nor honourably done of the 
" =: ;/bop, and I have Reaſon to complain of it. 
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rho' I chink myſelf equal, if not ſuperior in 
the Diſpute, to any of our Biſpops, yer J am 
not a Match for the King's Power. If the Bi- 
"Z/op will yield to a fair Combat, and deſire 
the Civil Authority to ſtand by, and ſee fair 
Play between us, I will engage with him upon 
any Terms. But to make the Civil Powers 
Parties in our Quarrel, and to beſpeak them, 
E ight or wrong, to favour his Side, is intolera- 
ple, and what we /piritual Gladiators ought to 


& 
WY i 


— *EÞbhor and deteſt. 
I liked the Biſbop, when he propoſed to the 
Nueen to be Arbitreſs of our Controverſy; and 
fte firſt Opportunity I have of waiting on her 
Moa jeſty, I will join my Requeſts to her to ac- 
Fept of the Trouble and Office. After her 
" Majeſty has fix'd the Terms of Diſputation, 
End thought of a proper Reward for the Victor, 
Pyr a Puniſhment for the Conquer d, then will we 
proceed, and either diſpute the Matter from 
the Preſs, or ſcold it out, as her Majeſty ſhall 
rhink moſt fitting. 
But the Biſbop's Propoſal here, and Com- 
pyliment on the Queen, is but the Copy of his 
Countenance. He'll ſubmit to no Arbitration: 
= No, no, he's for having the Civil Powers to 
be immediate Executioners (without further 
hearing what I have to ſay for myſelf ) of his 
Wrath and Vengeance upon me. He's for ha- 
ving them to take it for granted, that he has 
= proved 


proved me an Infidel and Blaſphemer, and 
would have them to inflict ſome exemplary 
Puniſhment upon me, ſo as to incapacitate ne lu 
for ever writing more. Wherefore if he be- 
lieves, and others know that I am ab/olutel! 
confuted, then there's an End of the Controver- 
ſy, the Danger of my blaſphemous Books is o- « 

ver; and why ſhould I undergo any Puniſh: 

ment, which would move the Compaſſion of 
many, and give a greater Reputation to n 
-Writings than they do deſerve? But it's plain 
he dares not truſt to his own Confutation ofßf ü 
me, and therefore he calls upon the Civi! i 
Magiſtrate for his Help to prevent it. E | 
After that the Biſhop of London had pub: 
Lſh'd his Paftoral Letter, and it was reported 1 
that the Biſhop of St. David's was preparing a ü 
ſtrenuous Vindication of the literal Story of 1 
our Saviour's Miracles, I concluded that the 
Proſecution would immediately be drop'd, and 
that the Clergy were betaking themſelves to 
that Chriſtian, rational and philoſophical 
Courſe of Confutation, and would no longer 
make uſe of Perſecution; but I ſoon found RM 
myſelf miſtaken, which confirms my Opinion, 
that our Clergy (for all their preaching up Li- 
beriy with as much Force and Strength of 
Reaton as any Men, and for all their Invitati- 
ons to Iufidels, to ſay and print their worſt againſt 
Chriſtianity) will by no means, if they can 
hinder it, ſuffer any Attacks to be made upon 
their Religion, nor ceaſe their A 
anc 
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(4. 3 
and Sollicitations of the Civil Magiſtrate to 
Proſecution. e 

Mr. Atkinſon, a little Writer againſt me, ſays, 
« If the Civil Magiſtrate thinks it his Duty to 
« chaſtiſe me for my Sin and Folly, I am to 
« blame myſelf, and not the Clergy, till I can 


prove the Zeal of our Chriſtian Government 
s to be excited by the malign Influence of 


« the Clergy,” Mr. Atkinſon is thus far cer- 


XZ cainly in the right on'r, char, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 


the Clergy are not my Proſecutors, but the 


*J King; but whether Mr. Atk:nJon could be ſo 


ignorant, as not to know the Clergy were the 
grand Inſtigators to Proſecution, let others 


judge. Mr. Atbinſon acts the part of the Po- 


piſh Clergy in France, upon the Revocation of 
the Edict of Nants. After that the King, up- 
on the urgent Importunities of the Clergy, 


had reſolved to revoke that Edict, the Clergy 
XZ were for excuſing themſelves to the Proteſtants, 


and laying the Blame only on the King, ſay- 


4 ing, The King was bent and reſolv'd on t, and 
bey could not help it; which was ſuch Jeſuiti- 


Debate, which Subject has already been co- 
piouſly handled, and wants nothing that I can 
add unto it. Wherefore I will enter into the 


cal prevarication in the Pc piſh Clergy, that 
che Proteſtants could not forbear rogu7ug them 


8 . 855 EF 
1 will here uſe no Arguments for Liberty of 


Body of the Biſhop's Book, (the incomparable 


N. e ned 


Dedication of which has already been exami- 


i 
o 


wo won. 1 7 
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(6) 
ned into by a late Author, whoſe Writings are 
prefixed to this Diſcourſe.) 

The Biſhop knows by my other Writings, that 
I am certainly a Chriſtian, and a true Believer 
of the Religion of Chriſt, though I may have 
{ome different Conceptions from other Men a- 
bout it. It has been my good Luck before, 
not only to publiſh more Treatiſes purpoſely 
and profeſſedly in Defence of Chriſtianity, 
than any Biſhop in England; but ſome of 
them are of ſuch a Nature, as it's impoſſible 
for a Man to write without being a Chriſtian, 
and impoſſible for him to depart from the 
principles of them. This is my good Fortune 
and Happineſs at this Juncture. The Biſhop 
has peruſed, I ſee, ſome of my other Writings, 
and particularly, my Old Apology fer the Truth ñ̃⁵ 
of Chriſtianity revived; and to his Praiſe, as 
well as my Comfort be it ſpoken, he appre- 
hends and rightly reliſhes it. If the Biſhop 
has Ingenuity equal to his penetration into that 
Book, he muſt own and confeſs to the World, 
that I was then, and am {till a Chriſtian, a 
Man of fix'd and unalterable principles from 
that Day to this. es 

The Biſhop would be thought in his Pre- 
face to enumerate all my Writings; bur there 
are three others, whether wilfully or negligent- 
ly omitted by him, I know not, that are di- 
rect Defences of the Truth of Chriſtianity; and 
there is not a learned Cler gyman in England (| 
humbly preſume to ſay it) who can read them, 


75 
\ . 
An 1 


„ 
and not applaud them. If the Biſhop will be 
pleas'd to read one of them, viz. The Defence 
of the Miracle of the Thundering Legion, and 
ſay it from his Heart, that I might write that 
Book, and believe the Eccleſiaſtical Story of 
that Miracle, and yet be no Chriſtian, then I 
ill yield to his Accuſation againſt me for In- 
fidelity. - | 
It is not becauſe I am an Infidel, that the 
x Clergy lo exclaim againſt me and my Diſcour- 
*X /es, but becauſe, as a Chriſtian, I have parti- 
cular Deſigns in View, which, if I can com- 
XZ paſs, will tend to their Diſhonour, and the Ru- 
in of their Intereſts. The Deſigns that, for 
the Truth of Religion, and Good of Mankind, 
I have in view, and which, maugre all Op- 
poſition, Terrors, and Sufferings, I will purſue 
to the utmoſt of my Power, are theſe three. 
1. To reſtore the Allegorical Interpretation of 
the Old and New Teſtament, that is call'd, 
ſay the Fathers, the ſublime Mountain of Vi- 
ſion, on which we ſhall contemplate the Wiſ- 
dom and Beauty of the Providence of GOD 
and behold the glorious Transfiguration of Je- 
us with Moſes and Elias, that is, the Harmo- 
ny between the Goſpel and the Law and the 
Prophets, agreeably to Jeſus's typical Transfi- 
guration. | 1 | 
2. The Second Deſign which, as a Chriſtian, 
I have in View, and which occafionallyI write 
for, is an univerſal and unbounded Toleration 
of Religion, without any Reſtrictions or Im- 
5 F 2 poli- 
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1 
poſitions on Mens Conſciences; for which De- 
ſign the Clergy will hate and defame me, and, 
it poſſible, make an Infidel of me, as well as 

for the former. 

3. And che third Deſign I have in View i; 
the Abolition of an hired and eſtabliſhed Prieſt- 
heed. And for this, if for nothing elle, Iam 
{ure to be proſecuted with Hatred and Violence, 
and loaded with the Cahimnies and Reproache: 
of Infidelity and Blaſphemy. 


Why ſhould not the Clergy of the Churchof | 


Eng land be turn'd to Graſs, and be made to 
| ſoak their Fortune among the People, as well 
as Preachers of other Denominations ? Where's 
the Senſe and Reaſon of impoſing parochial 
Prieſts upon the People to take care of their 
Souls, more than parochial Lawyers to look 
to their Eſtates, or parochial Phyſicians to at- 
tend their Bodics? In ſecular Affairs every Man 


chooſes the Artiſt and Mechanick that he likes 


beſt; ſo much more ought he in Spirituals, in 
as much as the Welfare of the Soul is of great- 
er Importance than that of the Body or Eſtate. 

I have promiſed the World what, by the 
Aſſiſtance of Gop, and the Leave of the Go- 
vernment, ſhall be publiſhed, .a Dz/ceur/e on 
the Miſchieſs 2nd Inconveniencies of an Hired 
and Eſtabliſhed Prieſthood. 


The Clergy are forwarn'd of my Deſign to 


publiſh ſuch a Diſcour ſe, and this is the ſecret 


| Reaſon, whatever openly they may pretend, of 
their Accuſations drain x me for Blaſphemy * 
Infi- 


— AA — — — 


Lo) 


| | Infidelity. Their Zeal and Induſtry will be 


never wanting to prevent the Publication af 


RE chis Dr/cour/e; neither need I doubt of Perſe- 


"XX cution, if they can excite the Government to 


it, to that End. 
to treat on that of our Saviour's driving the 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple; which, 
upon the Authority of the Fathers, I ſhew'd 
to be a Figure of his future Ejection of B.- 


hops, Prieſts, and Deacons out of his Church, 


for making Merchandiſe of the Goſpel. I 
beg'd of the Biſhop before-hand not to med- 
dle with that Miracle, becauſe it was a hot one, 
and would burn his Fingers. But for all my 
Caution his Lordſhip has ventured upon it, and 


has really rouch'd and handled it, as if it was 
a burning Coal. He takes it up, and as ſoon 


drops it again to blow his Fingers; then endea- 
vours to throw a little Water on 7his and that 
Part of it, to cool it, but all would not do. 
The moſt fiery Part of it, vig. that of irs being 
a Type of our Saviour's future Ejection of mer- 
cenary Preachers out of the Church, he has 
not, I may fay it, at all touch'd, except by 


calling it my allegorical Invective againſt the 


Maintenance of the Clergy. 
Now upon all this, whether the Biſbop, mo- 


deſtly ſpeaking, has not been unjuſt, unchari- 


table, and inſincere, to repreſent me as an In- 


Adel, J appeal to all learned and ingenuous 
Gentlemen. Lam a Chriſtian, though not up- 
ON 


In my firſt Diſcourſe on Miracles, I happen'd. 
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( 10 ) 
on the /iteral Scheme, yet upon the allegorical 
one. 

If Origen' s and St. Auguſtin's Teſtimony on 
my Behalf may be admitted, I am yet more 
truly a Chriſtian and Diſciple of the Holy je- 
ſus. Origen ſays, That the Perfection of 
. Chriſtianity conſiſts in a myſtical Interpre- 
tation of the Old and New Teſtament, of 
© the Hiſtorical, as well as other Parts of it,” 
And St. Auguſtin ſays, © That they who at- 
« tain to the Underſtanding of the ſpiritual Sig- 
* nification of our Saviour's Miracles, are the 
© beſt Doctors in his School.” The Biſhop 
underſtands this Argument as well as any Man, 
and therefore I can't help laying to his Charge 
a wilful and malicious Slander, to call and ac- 
count me an Infidel in his Ded cation, on pur- 
poſe to incenſe the Government e me at 
this Juncture. 
The Biſbop calumniates us Infidels (for a- 
gainſt his Conſcience, whether I will or nor, 
he will have me to be 6ne of them) not only 
for being Enemies to Government in general, 
which he will have us to advance Prineiples 
deſtructive of; but inſinuates and aſſerts that 
we are diſaffected to the particular and pre- 
fent Government of theſe Kingdoms. This 1 
all ſuch manifeſt Slander, that I can't but 
tink the Biſhop mad with Rage and Indigna- 
tion when he wrote it. I dare ſay the Queen, i 
_ who is firmly attach'd to the Intereſts of the . 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Reign, did, when li 
the if 


LL (13) 
/me read the Bi/bop's Dedication, almoſt greive 
for him, and pity him for his Weakneſs. 
Prom none of the Writings or Practice of I: - 
fidels, much leſs of myſelf, could the Biſhop 
gather any of his Surmiles. The Government, 
of Xx lince the Succeſſion of the illuſtrious Houſe of 
Hanover, has been twice attempted to be di- 
ſturbed, and both times by profeſs'd Chriſtians. 

» The Rebellion at Preſton conſiſted of Papiſis 
and High-Churchmen, and tho there were bur 
. few Clergymen in Arms, yet they were join'd 
with the Prayers and Wiſhes of many Thou- 
XX fands of the Clergy. Biſhop Atterbury's Plot 
& 700 conſiſted of rebellious Chriſtians, without 
che leaſt Intermixture of us Infidels, who are 
the more zealouſly affected tothe Government, 
XZ becauſe of the Danger it is ſometimes in from 
1 the High- Church Clergy. Away then with the 
3 2:/bop's Slander, and let us laugh at, and de- 
ride it. 5 1 | 
Another Miſrepreſentation, more abſurd than 

the former, that the B:/hop has made of us 
Infidels, is, that we are making Way for Po- 
pery and Slavery: Who in his Wits could 
write ſuch Stuff? And who without Impati- 
ence can read it? If there be no more danger 
of Popery, Slavery, Superſtition, Tyranny, and 
3F real Perſecution from our Clergy, than from 
us Hzfidels, the Nation is ſafe. Infidels find 
coco much Inconvenience in the Power, Craft, 
and Follies of a Proteſtant Clergy, to make 
Way for Popery; which, as the Biſbop rightly 


lays, 
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(12) 
fays, is a Complication of Errors. There ate, 
what the Biſbop ſhould have thought of, many 
Proteſtant Prieſts for an Accommodation with 
the Church of Rome; and if J miſtake not, 
upon very eaſy Terms. But Infidels are irre- 
concilable Enemies to the Church of Rome, 
and fo far from Wiſhes and Endeavours to 
reſtore Popery, that it is mere Nonſenſe 
to charge them with either direct or conſe- 
quential Deſigns ſo to enſlave Mankind. 

But the Biſbop ſays, that we Infidels (for I 
am one it ſeems) /abour. induſtriouſiy to roo! 
out all Senſe of Virfue and Religion among us. 
This 1s ſad indeed, if true; and very bad 
_  Menſhould we be, and deſerving of the worit 
Puniſhment. But this wants Proof. 1 
One would think, by the Biſbop's Inſinua- 
tion, that none but good People were of his 
Chriſtian Faith; and that all Infidels were 
profligate Sinners; but he knows better, and 
what's more, he ſhould have been more in- 
genuous than to charge Infidels with Labour 
10 root out all Senſe of Virtue and Religion 
among ſt Men. I heard a wild Spark fay, that 
he could be as grave as any Biſhop whatever, 
if he was but as veell paid for it. Whether 
he believ'd the Biſhops would have been as 

looſe as himſelf, but for their Hire, I can't 
"tel: 4 ' „ 

What a pother is here of the Danger and 
Miſchief of Infidelity to Church and State! 
Do but take away the Cauſe of 1 
Je - and 


1:44) 

and the Effect ceaſes. And what is the Cauſe 
of Infidelity? Why, what Origen predicted, 
I experience to be true, that the Miniſtry of 
the Letter is the Cauſe of it. 

I have not here room to make a compleat 
Diſſection of the Biſbop's Work, and to diſplay 
its Inſufficiency, in anſwer to my Deſign in 
this firſt Part of my Defence to do it. Bur 
however, I will ſpare a Place here for a ſhort 
Character and Repreſentation of his Perfor- 
mance, which take as follows. 
© The Biſbop's ſole Aim and Deſign is to 
© vindicate the /:teral Story of our Sav.our's 
Miracles, againſt my Objections to it. And 
to this Purpoſe he Reaſons with me, where 
© he can, about the Senſe of this and that 
Citation out of the Fathers; and afcer he has 
forc'd another Senſe on it, than the Words 
do naturally bear, then he blames me for a 
* Miſrepreſentation. And where he meets a 
* Teſtimony out of the Fathers, which he 
can't ſtrain to his Purpoſe, he ſilently paſſes 
* by it; tho' he would have his Readers to 
© believe he has vindicated the litteral Story 
* againſt my Diſcourſes, and ſhewn that the 
Fathers were all on his Side. & 

He complains of my Mutilations of the 
Fathers, and of making too curt Citations 
out of them; which is true, but more to 
my own Diſadvantage than to his. But, 
* what is Matter of Triumph to the 00 is, 
that I have quoted ſpurious Works of the 

| 255 =: + Fathers ' 
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( 14 ) 
Fathers for genuine ones. And gere he takes 
great Pains, to prove that his and hat Book + 
does not belong to the Author under whoſe 
Name cite it; and then has a Fling at me in 
Criticiſin. But can the Biſbop think, I did 
not know when I. quoted a furious Work? 
* Suppoſing the Book I quoted do not belong 
to the reputed Author, but to ſome other 
Writer, what's that to the Queſtion between 
* us? The Citation is noleis the Teſtimony of 
* Antiquity, and it's no matter whoſe Name 
it bears. EN | 
Again, where my Arguments againſt the 
Letter ſeem to the Brſhop to be weak and 
inconcluſive; there, to do him Juſtice, he 
© handſomelyturns upon me with hisReafoning, 
and admoniſhes me of my Spitefulneſs againſt 
the Letter, or I would never uſe ſuch a 
ſlight Argument. But where I bear hard 
upon the Letter, and the Jeſt is not to be 
digeſted, there, he makes an Out-cry of 
Buffoonery, Blaſphemy, and.Infidelity. 
IJ am repeatedly charg'd by the Br/hop 
with Infidelity, for writing againſt the Ler- 
ter, tho'' am as grave as a Judge at the 
* allegorical Interpretation; and he can't 
but know that Infidelity. and Alegoriſm are 
* incompatible in the ſame Perſon. To prove 
*. me an Infidel, he ſhould have ſhewn that 
I 7 meant to pour Contempt upon the a/le- 
* gorical, as well as literal Senſe of our Saviour's 
 < Miracles; but he has not once hinted at 
this. 85 „ 
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(15 ] 
The Bifbop, . as d Minifter #f*the Letter, 
bas ſpokerr. 700 favourably of the allegerical 


Scheme; he has treated it with too much 


* both as to the Origin and Uſe of 


The Biſbop of Litæbfield is the Man for 
0 5 Money, to write agaitifh che 4g orical 


Scheme ;- he tells us, that Sti Paul fer 
in the Efteem of the Yroiſh 6 hriſtrafls for his 


Neglect of Allegorzes ; anit ſceme to be brought 
51 the Uſe *off them againſt bis own good 


liking. Which is as much as to ſay, St. Paul 
was more a Miniſter of the Spirit, than of 


Inclination he was diſpoſed to be, or, in 


truth, ought to have been; and chat, if he 
took upon him the. Miniſtry of the Spirit 


for the preſent, it was only politically done 
of him, to catch the Jews in their own. 
Snare of Allegories. Such a Craftsman was 5 


St. Paul, in the Opinion of the Biſbop 
Litchfield However the Biſbop of St. Davids 


ought to be of the ſame Mind. 


The Biſbop often reproves me for my 


primitive Interpretation of his and thal 


Texr of Scripture, contrary to the Judgment 


of all Antiquity. 


* Laſtly, He entirely aiſtukes the Deſign 
of my Diſcourſes; There's one Paradox runs 
through his whole Book; ' viz. That the 
literal Story of our, Saviour's Miracles muſt 
of neceſſity be true, or I ſhould have no 
Foundation to build Allegories upon; which 
is a Miftake of other Writers againſt me, 
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28 well as of his Lordſhip. Who knows nct 


c 


A 


A 


have rothing of Letter in them, yet are a 
good Foundation for Allegory ? 
Thus have I given a brief Account of the 


A 


Biſhop's Performance; like to which his Lord- 
ſhip has promiſed us another Volume, that I 


ſhall long for the publication of, next Winter. 


This my brief Account 1s but introductory to 


future and larger Defences of my Diſcourſe 
on Mi-acles; which, by the Help of Gop, and 


Permiſſion of the Cioil Authority, wall be 


likewiſe publiſhed. 


I have not, 7 ſay, room here ſo much as to 


defend myſelf on any one Miracle; and if 1 


had, I would not do it. For as I can't do it, 


without writing in the fame Stile and Strain 


for which Tam proſecuted, ſo I will do nothing 


that may be interpreted as an Act in Defiance 


and Contempt of the Power of the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate. T did indeed publiſh two Diſcourſes 


after the Commencement of the Proſecution, 


becauſe I imagined that our Biſhops were more 
in Jeſt than in Earneſt; or if their Paſſions 


were raiſed for the prefent, I thought, that af- 


ter a little Ccniideration of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of Perſecution, they would cool upon it, and 
drop the Proſecution ; but if I ſurvive it, and 
eſcape with my Life and Liberty, which 4 dont 
deſpair of, under ſo wiſe, juſt, and good a Ma- 

giſtracy as this Nation is bleſs'd with, the Bi- 
| ſhop may expect a ſtrenuous Defence of myſelf 

againſt his Aſſaults on me. If 


that the profeſs d Parables of our Saviour 
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(17 } 
It is the Office of the Biſhops and Prieſts of 


me Church, or I know not what it is, to con- 
vert Infidels, to refute Hereticks, and by Reaſon 
and Argument to put to Silence all Gain-ſayers. 
EZ Wherefore have they a liberal and academical 
Aducation, but to quality them for this Work ? 


And wherefore do they receive large Revenues of 


| ; the Church, but to oblige and encourage them 


3 | 
I ſhall now take notice how unpolitick, as 


| : well as unchriſtian, ſome Diſſenters are in this 
EZ Controverſy, being, ſuch as Dr. Harris, and 
Mr. Atkinſon, no leſs for Perſecution than the 


Clergy. If they had a Regard to their own 


EZ Intereſts and Liberties, they would be ſilent. 
Infidels (of whom J am none) ſhould be 
= confider'd as Diſſenting Brethren, whom they 
ſhould not be forward to oppreſs, for fear in 
time, and by degrees, it ſhould come to their 


own Turn. Our Diſſenters indeed, collective- 
ly are vaſtly numerous, and a potent Party, 
but may truſt too much to their own Strength 


and Numbers. Taking them ſeparately, they 


may poſſibly be Extinguiſh'd by Eccleſiaſtical 


= Art and Craft. If Blaſphemy is a juſt Pre- 
= tence for the Proſecution of me, the Clergy, . 
upon Occaſion, can urge the ſame Crime a- 


gainſt them. „ aa 
J own, what J have done before, that I 
did lay a Trap for our Clergy; but little ima- 


& gined that two ſuch great Biſhops, as of Lon- 
Jan and St. David's, would have been caught 
in it. Ds Ss 


But 
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ledge of the Author, I would have e 


( 18 ) 


Yee But I] muſt obſerve here, that beſides my | 
eo Biſcops, of London and St. David's, (and 


ſome other inconſiderable Triflers) there are 
two Authors againſt me, whoſe Works have 
* -acquir'd ſome Fame. The One is intitled, The 
Miracles of Jeſus vindicated, in Three Part, 
If I could have gotten to the certain Know- 
ut xpoſtula- 
ted with him, Both with Reſpect to his Ar- 
... Zuments and good Manners. I would have 
taught him à better Uſe, and a more proper 
N of the Words Diſhoneſty, and want 
Of Honeſty, than to reproach me with them. 


The other conſiderable Treatiſe againſt me, 


is that of The Trial of the Witneſſes of the Re- 


ſurrection of Feſus; which is an ingenious 


Piece, and I was well pleaſed with it. Some 
time after the Publication of this Treatiſe, I 


made my Jewiſh Rabbi a Viſit, when, drink- 


ing a Diſh of Tea together, we talk'd it over; 
and my Rabbi was pleas d to deliver his Sen- 
of it as follows. © Whoever was the Author 


5 of this Treatiſe, God knows, but he's cer- 
* tainly a Friend to my Objections againſt our 
© © Saviour's Reſurrection, which he has fairly - 


« ſtated; but is ſo far from fully confuting 


all of them, that he diſcovers a Confciout- 
t neſs, here and there, that they are unan- 


« ſwerable. - 


But whoever was the real Author of the 


forefaid Treatiſe,, J humbly and heartily beg 


ef him to publiſh, what in the Concluſion of 


it, 


{ 


( 19) „ 
ic, he has given us ſome Hopes of, The Trial 
F the Witneſſes of the Reſurrection of L a- 
zARUS, becauſe my Rabbi's Objection to it 
are a Novelty and Curioſity, which, by way 
of ſuch a Reply to them, 1 ſhould be glad to 
ſce handled. _ §§Ü˙§« 

But having here by Chance mention'd my 
Rabbi's Letter concerning Lazarus's Refur- 
rection, it brings to my Mind a Challenge 7 
made to the Biſhop of London upon it, vi. if 
he would publiſn an Anſwer to that Letter, and 
vouchſafe me the Pleaſure of a Reply to it; 
© then (to fave the Civil Magiſtrates Trouble) 
© I would ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment that he in 
© his Clemency ſhould think fit to inflict on 
ee, 88 

However, I will here make a Propoſal to 
the Biſpop of St. David's. Becauſe he thirſts 
after a very ſevere Puniſhment of me, III 
: tell him how he may glut his Revenge, and 
F inflict a greater Puniſhment on me, 'than, in 
N all probability, the 1 Magiſtrate will hu- 
. mour him in. If he'll put a ſtop to the 
6 Pedſecution at preſent (which is not out of 


* 


the Power of our Biſhops, whatever they 4 
may pretend) and let the Controverſy go on, 1 
ll 7 have finiſh'd my Keply to his 7wo Y 4 
limes, which ſhall be done with all Exvedi- : 


tion; then, if his Paſſion is nat - allay'd, I 1 
>, "Il ſubmit to any Puniſhment, he in his : 
| Viſdom and Juſtice, without Mercy, ſhall 1 
ink fir to have laid on me, whether it be 


0 


620 
to Death or Impriſonment. And what woul 
he deſire more? This Propoſal makes hin 
my Judge as well as my Accuſer; and if h. 
be not the moſt unreaſonable Man alive, he 
muſt accept of it. All my Hopes here ar 
that his Reaſon may recover its Dominio 
ever his Paſſion, againſt the Concluſion 0 
my Defence. 5 

To Conclude, no Body, I truſt, can com 
plain of any diſreſpectful Uſage, J have her 
given the Biſbop of St. David's, that conl. 
ders, how he has treated me in h:s' Sermy 


